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his geological knowledge. f You. will not believe me (said
he) -when I tell you that I love science more than politics.
In my early youth I took honours in scientific studies, and
intended to give up my life to such pursuits, and become a
Docteur-es-Arts et Sciences. But the French Revolution
Startled all the old Austrian families, and my father insisted
on it that as I had a name to sustain, I must, for the good of
my country and the honour of my family, betake myself to
public life. So I was sent as an attache* to the embassy at
Paris. There, in the intervals of business, and when not
occupied in the study of the doings and character of
Napoleon, I was always an attendant at Cuvier's lectures.
The words of that great master have never been forgotten,
and hence my repetition of them, when I supported you at
table, and showed to my diplomatic friends the great
usefulness of your science, for that is the only mode of ap-
proaching them.'

" In his conversation he showed that he had read and
thought much on this subject, and particularly on the
application of geology to the development of the mineral
wealth of Austria. He endeavoured to make me believe
that he was all in favour of a scientific meeting in Vienna
next year, following those of Hamburg, etc., which had.
already taken place. He expressed his ardent hope that
the people would become more scientific, and hoped that I
would publish some work upon their country, and stir them
up a little.

"When I told the Archduke John afterwards of this
conversation of Metternich's, he said it was all fudge, and
merely intended to blind me !"

Breaking away at last from these attractions in  theold von
